
  

 
 

Institutional Review Board (IRB) 

IRB Guidelines 1.7 
Oral Histories 



Archival Collection and Preservation: 
1) Is the researcher conducting oral history interview(s) to create or contribute to an archival 
collection of first-hand narratives about the past?   

2) Will the researcher analyze or interpret oral history to construct a generalizable narrative about the 
past? 

IRB Review? If YES to #1 and NO to #2, the project is not a systematic investigation designed to 
develop and contribute to generalizable knowledge and thus does not constitute research as defined 
by OHRP guidelines.  No IRB review is needed. .  Although the project will not undergo formal IRB 
review, project directors must be familiar with Principles and Best Practices for Oral History and 
ensure that project protocols adhere to these standards: http://www.oralhistory.org/about/principles-
and-practices/  
 
If YES to #1 and YES to #2, the project is a systematic investigation designed to develop and 
contribute to generalizable knowledge and requires EXPEDITED OR FULL IRB review. 

 
EXCEPTION TO this policy: Will the project involve participants that are defined as “vulnerable 
populations” and/or will the project place participants at risk of criminal or civil liability or be damaging 
to the subjects’ financial standing, employability, or reputation? 

IRB Review? If yes, the project requires FULL IRB review regardless of the purpose of the project.   
 
 
IRB Review Process: 
For oral history projects that require IRB review, UNG researchers must complete and submit the 
following 



o Ensures voluntary participation without penalty for withdrawing participation before the 
project is completed. 
 

• For FULL review: The project must meet AT LEAST ONE of these criteria:  
o Involves participants from defined “vulnerable” populations 
o Places the participants at risk of criminal or civil liability or be damaging to the subjects’ 

financial standing, employability, or reputation 
o Does not include protections so that risks related to invasion of privacy or breach of 

confidentiality are no greater than minimal. 

The IRB will review the project application and decide to: 

• Approve the application without modifications or clarification 
• Request more detailed information or clarification of methodology and/or planned use of oral 

history testimony. 
• Deny approval for the project with clear explanation of reasons for rejection. 

 

 

If	you	need	this	document	in	another	format,	please	email	irbchair@ung.edu	or	
call	706-867-2969.	

 


